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NFCA Treasurer Zvonko Labas testifying at the Congressional
Human Rights Caucus hearing on Vjovidina.

National Federation of Croatian Americans (NFCA)
Instrumental in Amending 'Sense of Congress
Resolution on Serbian Elections in U.S. House of
Representatives"

As the U.S. Congress hurried toward its elections
adjournment, the Europe Subcommittee of the House
International Relations Committee marked up and passed
H. Res. 726 on October 5th. The Resolution commended
the people of Serbia for conducting free, fair, and
democratic presidential and municipal elections on June
27, 2004. It encouraged newly elected President Boris
Tadic to further pursue demaocratic reforms, cooperate with
the International Criminal Tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia (ICTY), and continue down the path toward
regional cooperation.

The National Federation of Croatian Americans (NFCA)
was instrumental in encouraging changes in the Resolution
which noted additional steps the government of Serbia and
Montenegro can take to protect the rights of minorities
currently living in the Vojvodina Province of Serbia.
Following the collapse of Yugoslavia, the defenseless
Croats of Vojvodina suffered as a result of ethnic cleansing
actions carried out by indicted war criminal Vojislav Seselj,
were forced out of their homes in 1992, and fell victim to
further upsurges in ethnic attacks in 1995. Recent violence
against Croats and other minorities residing in the Province
has been attributed to the resurgence of support for the
extremist Serbian Radical Party. Many of these issues
were first brought to the attention of the U.S. Congress by
NFCA Treasurer Zvonko Labas when he appeared before
the Congressional Human Rights Caucus panel with
representatives from the Center for Hungarian American in
July

(Continued on page 3)

Croatian Ambassador to the U.S., Neven Jurica, Slavko Brkic with
his wife Victoria, and son Steven, Croatian Foreign Ambassador
Miomir Zuzul, Croatian Prime Minister Dr. Ivo Sanader, NFCA

President Ed Andrus with his wife, Betty and Marko Brkic.

Dr. Sanader Honored At Philadelphia University

On a beautiful September 20th morning on the campus of
Philadelphia University, Croatian Prime Minister Dr. lvo
Sanader was honored by the institution when University
President Dr. James P. Gallagher bestowed upon him an
Honorary Doctor of Laws Degree. The ceremony was done
in style and grace!

The ceremony began with the playing of both the
American and the Croatian National Anthems. Dr. Sanader
was recognized for his devotion to revitalizing the Republic
of Croatia and his desire to align his country with the
Western World. He was cited for the dreams he shares with
his country for freedom, democracy, the rule of law, human
rights, and the market economy.

Dr. Sanader was commended for service to his country
over the past 12 years, most notably as a delegate to
Croatia’s Parliament and as the Minister of Science &
Technology. He has authored books on literary history and
contemporary politics. He was praised for his efforts to
promote multiculturalism and for contributions to the cultural
fabric of Croatia by holding positions such as Editor-in-Chief
of publishing house Logos and as General Manager of the
Croatian National Theater.

(Continued on page 4)
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NATIONAL FEDERATION OF CROATIAN
AMERICANS WINE TASTING A HUGE
SUCCESS IN PITTSBURGH

The Pittsburgh Chapter of the NFCA once again staged a
magnificent gala fundraiser at the fabulous home of brother Peter
Karlovich and hosted by Peter and Steve Herforth. The event
featured Tony Butala of THE LETTERMEN, and a Tambura
Combo consisting of members of OTROV led by Kruno Spisic,
which was a surprise hit at the 2003 Pozega Festival.

The wine flowed like water, but ever more delicious, both red and
white. From Slavoniathere was the brilliant and full bodied
Grasevina while the red wine lovers sampled Frankovka, awine
ruby red in color and a pronounced aroma and a firm and well
balanced flavor. From Dalmatia there was the ever popular Dingac
from Ivo Skaramuca' s vineyard near Potomje which may be as
high as 15% alcohol by volume, and whose truly superb quality
represents the pinnacle of Croatian red wines. From Istria,
Malvazia was sampled. Malvaziais a dry wine, golden-greenin
color, which has a characteristic flavor and fragrance reminiscent
of locust tree blossoms. The second Istrian wine offered is Pinot
Griswhich isawell balanced dry wine, which has a complexity
and richnessrarely, found in this variety anywhere on the planet.
Two others, the Zlahtina white wine from the Katunar Vineyard
from Krk and the Grgic Posip which are from Korcula grapes,
were also a big hit with the crowd.

There were thirteen types of Croatian wines presented, and our
thanks goes to Jure Mijic-Barisic (Croatica Imports at 216-391-
4228), Marko Rudela (GV International at 310-519-3896) and
Steve Rukavina for their generous donation of Croatian winesto
make this wine tasting ever so delightful and so surreally a
Croatian Paradise in Pittsburgh for afew hours.

Tony Butala and the tamburitza combo serenaded the guests with
both Croatian and American favorites. Asin all Croatian affairs,
all those in attendance raised their glasses high as old Croatian
favorites were sung with gusto.

Asfor food, there was no scarcity, as the catered affair featured
mouth watering hors d’ oeuvres consisting of shrimp, caviar,
smoked salmon, petit fours, and assorted cheeses and fruits-all
provided by our gracious host, Peter Karlovich. Of special interest
were the burek, cheese strudel and nut torta made by Zorica
Bojanovic and the cheese palacinke with sour cream made by
Claire Zvonar Vergot. They were theicing on the cake as attested
to by all who attended.

Aug 15th will long be remembered as a memorabl e afternoon.
Ann Goetz deserves specia recognition for her superb work in
coordinating this affair with our local CFU lodges and AARP
which all contributed to our success. Special thanks also goesto
Andy and Sue Marcec of Carbondale, 1llinois and Chester Toski

of Pittsburgh who made a significant donation to make this event a
success. The Honorary Chairman, Dr. Marion Vujevich who is the
honorary Consul of Croatiain Pittsburgh, also wasin large part
responsible for this successful event as was our most gracious and
hospitable host, Brother Karlovich. Peter Karlovich is a Croatian
who untiringly and unselfishly gives of himself to better whatever
cause will benefit our Croatian people and culture. We are blessed
to have him in Pittsburgh. Puno Hvala, Brate Karlovichu!

Bill Vergot and his family with Peter Karlovich at the Pittsburgh
Wine Tasting

Tony Butala of the “Lettermen” at the Pittsburgh Wine Tasting

WINE TASTING ON THE POTOMAC

On a sunny afternoon on October 3, 2004, The National
Federation of Croatian Americans had afun and first class Wine
Tasting at the home of Ann Kavaljianin Alexandria, VA, which
faces the Potomac River. From her balcony, the guests had a
spectacular view of the Potomac River and our nations Capitol.

The guests enjoyed the wonderful hospitality and food provided
by the host. Everyone had the opportunity to sample and enjoy the
fine Croatian wines that the NFCA provided. We even had a
special appearance by U.S. Senator Pat Roberts from Kansas and
his wife Frankie. Senator Roberts enjoyed tasting the different
Croatian wines and meeting the local Croatian Americans that
were there. The NFCA appreciates Senator Roberts taking the
time on a busy weekend to our Wine Tasting. We were also
pleased to have Vice Skarcic, the Political Advisor to Croatian
Ambassador Neven Jurica and Tania Raguz from the Embassy
attended as our special guests. It was clear that al the guests had a
wonderful time sampling the wines and enjoying the spectacular
view.

Steve Rukavina, the Eastern Vice President of the NFCA and
Group 100 Vice President served as the master of ceremonies. The
Posip white wine from Korcula and Dingac red wine (from the
Plavac mali grape) from Peljasac were the crowd®favorites.

Ann Kavaljian did wonderful job in organizing the Wine Tasting
for the NFCA. It would not have been successful without her
generous hospitality and hard work.
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Congressional Resolution (Continued from page 1)

NFCA officials, together with NFCA lobbyist Joe Foley of
Foley Government and Public Affairs Inc., provided a
number of suggested amendments to the Resolution, which
were included in the final version by the Europe
Subcommittee. At markup, Chairwoman Jo Ann Davis (R-
VA) offered the new language for the Resolution which
passed unanimously. The NFCA suggested changes that
were accepted as part of the passed bill are illustrated with
appropriate quotation markings in the following paragraphs.

In the Preamble: Whereas Serbia and the Serbian people
"are encouraged" to remain committed to democratic
reforms and regional cooperation, "respect for the rights of
all minorities, including in Vojvodina," and integration into
Europe and Europe-Atlantic institutions, including NATO
and the EU.

In the Resolved clause a new paragraph on the third page:
That the House of Representatives (4) "reaffirms the
importance of establishing security and stability by
respecting and protecting the human rights of all people,
including all minority groups throughout Serbia and
Montenegro."

During the debate on the Resolution prior to its passage,
Chairwoman Davis noted that the legislation "reaffirms the
importance of respecting and protecting the economic,
social, cultural, and religious rights of all minorities
throughout Serbia including those Hungarian and Croat
people, and others, who live in the Vojvodina region as well
as those Serbs who live in Kosovo. The Serb people and
government must understand that if they are to demand
respect for the Serb minority in Kosovo, they themselves
must respect the rights of other minorities living in Serbia."

Due to the unique ending nature of this Congress, longtime
Europe Subcommittee Staff Director Vince Morelli indicated
that H. Res. 726 may see further action in the @ame Duck®©
session now scheduled to begin sometime the week of
November 15th. However, Mr. Morelli noted that this is just
a possibility due to the many scheduling intangibles on
Capitol Hill at this time.

NFCA President Ed Andrus noted on hearing of the
passage of the Resolution: "We appreciate the fine work of
Chairwoman Jo Ann Davis and her perceptive
Subcommittee staff members on these important personal
security issues facing Croats and other minorities in the
Vojvodina Province. The current situation remains a major
concern to the Croatian American community. We are
hopeful that the amended language will help the Croats of
Vojvodina. Their status has been an issue that has been
overlooked by many human rights activists for a long time.
This should at least bring this issue to the forefront in
America® dealings with Belgrade.” Mr. Andrus also cited
the important contributions of Rep. Robert Wexler (D-FL),
Ranking Minority Member of the Subcommittee, and Rep.
George Radanovich (R-CA), as well as their talented staffs,
on the success to date for this Resolution.

2004 Economic News from the Republic of Croatia
By Steve Rukavina,
Chair, NFCA Business Development Committee

The recent election of Prime Minister lvo Sanader has re-
energized a sleeping giant of a Croatian worldwide diaspora
whose talent, resources and investment dollars could be a
nice addition to a myriad of other activities that will be
implemented over the next few years by the Croatian
government, US AID and European Union entities.

Over 300 Croatian businesspersons from every continent
traveled to Cleveland, Ohio for a major world economic
summit to encourage investments in Croatia from June 25
through June 27. The NFCA delegation was well
represented and led by President Ed Andrus along with 15
voluntary NFCA members. The government of Croatia sent
four Cabinet officials representing the Finance, Economy,
Agriculture and Tourism Ministries and the delegation also
included the Prime Minister’s top economic advisor.
Significantly, this “Group 100,” an international Croatian
business association, is serious about investing in Croatia
and raising major funds from the Croatian diaspora to
provide the necessary capital within an equity fund, a
holding company and perhaps a bank. It is important to note
that Prime Minister Sanader’s government has pledged to
make the changes necessary to streamline the investment
process in Croatia through a one-stop shop within the
Ministry of the Economy (www.mingo.hr) and to reduce the
waits for business permits on the national and local levels.
Miro Koletic was elected the Western Vice President; Mijo
Radocaj, the Assistant Treasurer; and Steve Rukavina was
chosen as the Eastern Vice President of Group 100 (e-mail:
GrupalO0@aol.com). Group 100 is planning to open an
office in Zagreb within the next 90 days to assist all efforts to
improve the investment climate in Croatia.

The Croatian Privatization Fund was well represented at the
Cleveland meeting. This government agency is responsible
for the selling government-owned properties and
companies, including many hotels on the Adriatic Coast

(www.hfp.hr).

The whole challenge of exports is critical to Croatia’s
economy especially with pending European ascension
issues and with Croatia’s slow progress with building a
stronger, wider, comprehensive free market infrastructure. A
few well-funded US AID projects have already selected
several industry clusters that can be most competitive in the
global economy to include tourism, specialty foods and
wood products. The significance of the Croatian
government’s near term objectives being implemented soon
is paramount to the long-term success of any export
policies.

Also, it is important to publicly announce that the Croatian
American community is ready to actively support the export
objectives of the Croatian government and the newly
announced US AID-funded project. The experience, talent
and contacts of the Croatian American community through
the National Federation of Croatian Americans and Group
100 can play key roles.

(Continued on page 4)
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Economic News (Continued from page 3)

Moreover, the US Chamber of Commerce continues to
express an interest in sponsoring a project in Croatia. Mark
Van Fleet, former manager of the US Chamber’s
International Department, has designed an export promotion
program tailor-designed for Croatia that would ideally
enhance the US AID funded-projects and which would
seriously jumpstart the implementation of the government’s
export policies.

The question of Croatia’s membership in the European
Union remains a cloudy one with no firm commitment that
Croatia will remain on the fast track for membership
together with Romania and Bulgaria. Moreover, the latest
polls from Croatia now show less than 50% support for
European Union membership. Still, while the clock ticks on
many fronts with respect to the question of Croatia’s
ascension into the European Union, the business climate in
Croatia is ideal not only for grape-growing, but for the smart
investor who knows the ins and outs of specific businesses
in Croatia, knows tourism or is real estate savvy.

Sanader (Continued from page 1)

Dr. Sanader was very gracious and humble in his
acceptance speech. He talked of the ideals of freedom and
democracy as especially appropriate in the “cradle of
liberty”, Philadelphia. Having already toured Independence
Hall, the Liberty Bell, and the Constitution Center, he even
guoted Benjamin Franklin. He also received a gift from the
Mayor of Philadelphia, the famous Philadelphia Bowl,
depicting scenes of historic political events.

After the ceremony, invited guests including NFCA
President, Ed Andrus and his wife Betty, were treated to a
reception and lunch on the lawn of the University
President’s house. Guests had an opportunity to engage in
discussions with Dr. Sanader and other members of his
entourage, including Croatian Foreign Minister Miomir
Zuzul, and Croatian Ambassador to the U. S. Neven Jurica.

Past NFCA President’s Steve Rukavina and Ed Damich with
Croatia's Deputy Foreign Minister Gordan Bakota at a NATO
reception earlier this year.

NFCA Treasurer Zvonko Labas and Secretary Anne Pavlich with
Croatian Ambassador Neven Juricia at the Croatian Embassy
reception following the presentation of credentials to President
Bush.

Zvonko Labas and Croatian Ambassador Neven Jurica discussing
issues at a Croatian Embassy Reception.

Steve Rukavina addressing the GROUP 100 membership in
Cleveland.






