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NFCA members at the White House for a meeting

NFCA CONCLUDES 11th ANNUAL CONVENTION -
EDWARD ANDRUS OF PENNSYLVANIA ELECTED AS
NEW PRESIDENT

The National Federation of Croatian Americans (NFCA)
Eleventh Annual Assembly of Delegates cameto aclose on
Saturday, May 22, 2004 after atwo day convention. Croatian
American activists from a number of Croatian organizations
throughout the United States met in Washington, D.C. to discuss
the NFCA'’s activities for the past year and to plan strategy for
the NFCA'’ s continued work in the coming year.

The Assembly’ s activities began on Friday afternoon May 21,
2003 when a fourteen person NFCA delegation met with Lisa
Tepper, the Director of South Eastern European Affairs at the
National Security Council. The meeting allowed the NFCA to
express to Ms. Tepper its concerns regarding Croatia's status asa
NATO aspirant, the work of the International Criminal Tribunal
for the Former Y ugoslavia (ICTY), and the status of Croatsin
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The Assembly officially opened on Saturday morning with an
address by NFCA President John Kraljic who detailed the
accomplishments of the NFCA in the past year. Mr. Kraljic
emphasized two elements which have characterized the NFCA's
work over the past year. First, he noted that the level of activity of
the NFCA has grown to such an extent that the need for more
involvement and responsibility by its officers and board members
as well as the general membership is paramount. Second, he noted
the positive financial position the NFCA has reached in the past
year. Mr. Krajic attributed this to the success of various
fundraising drives undertaken by the organization. He also said
that this was a tribute to the work the NFCA has done over the
past year in promoting Croatia' s interests in the nation’s capitol.
Along those lines, Mr. Kraljic stated that the NFCA has focused
on a number of different issues of concern to Croatia, particularly
NATO membership and the ICTY. Mr. Kraljic detailed the
NFCA'’s work on these matters during the past year

(continued on page 5)

Zvonko Labas, Dr. Judy Vogelsang, and Joe Rukavina

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF CROATIAN AMERICANS
TESTIFIESAT CAPITOL HILL BRIEFING CONCERNING
STATUS OF CROATSIN VOJVODINA

The National Federation of Croatian Americans (NFCA)
presented a statement at a briefing on Capitol Hill on July 14,
2004 concerning the status of Croatsin Vojvodina, a province of
Serbia. The briefing was co-sponsored by the House of
Representatives@Human Rights Caucus and Hungarian American
Caucus.

In addition to the NFCA, presentations at the briefing were given
by Mr. Charles English, the Director of South Central Europe at
the U.S. State Department, Mr. Ivan Vujacic, the Ambassador of
Serbia and Montenegro to the United States, Mr. Nenad Canak,
President of the V ojvodina Parliment, and Mr. Sandor Nagy,
President of the Center for Hungarian American Congressional
Relations. Treasurer Zvonko Labas presented the statement on the
NFCA®behalf. Mr. Labas noted that the centuries old Croat
community in Vojvodina has been subjected to relentless
Serbianization pressures. This can best be seen by the drop in the
number of Croatsin the Province from approximately 138,000 in
1961 to less than 75,000 in 1991.

Mr. Labas noted that following the collapse of Y ugodavia, the
defenseless Croats of Vojvodina suffered as aresult of a number
of ethnic cleansing actions carried out by, among others, indicted
war criminal Vojidav Seselj. The most well-known of these
attacks occurred in the village of Hrtkovci where approximately
350 Croat families were forced out of their homesin 1992. A
further upsurge of violence against Croats in the Province
occurred in 1995. Thetragic results of these campaigns condoned
and encouraged by the Serbian government can be seen in the
census figures for 2002 which show that only 56,637 Croats
remain in Vojvodina, 25% less than the previous decade. Mr.
Labas pointed out that observers have noted that many villages
which previously had Croatian majorities have since become
purely or majority Serb villages.

(Continued on page 6)
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M essagefrom the NFCA Presdent
Edward Anthony Andrus

In my initial message to NFCA members | want to commend
outgoing NFCA President John Peter Kraljic for his excellent
leadership and service to our organization over the past three
years. Inhislast report to Delegates at the NFCA annual
convention in Washington, D. C. on May 22, 2004, John spoke to
the relevancy of the NFCA in the current post-Balkan War period,
and | want to assure you that | wholeheartedly agree with his
assessment that much remains to be done in the way of security
and economic development for the people of Croatia and for the
Croatian minorities in Bosnia and Herzegovina as well asin the
Province of Vojvodinain Serbia. With John’s commitment to stay
involved as our Chairman of Policy, we have transitioned without
missing a beat and continue actively engaged in the issues which
are of interest to the Croatian American community inthe U. S.
and affect the Croatian people in the Old Homeland.

The NFCA'’ s top priority continues to be the admission of the
Republic Of Croatiainto NATO. The accomplishment of that
goal will provide amilitary security unknown to the people of
Croatiain their long history. Taken in combination with Croatia' s
expected membership in the European Union, this should allow
them to focus their energies and talents on building a solid
economy and providing for the well-being of their people for the
foreseeable future. Croatia’ s signing the United States-Adriatic
Charter along with Albania and Macedonia last year wasa step in
that direction. It will provide the opportunity for Croatiato show
regional leadership among its neighbors while continuing to build
its relationship with the U. S. through balanced cooperation.

However, none of the above is a foregone conclusion and the
NFCA must continue to engage with the U. S. State Department to
better understand the barriersto be resolved for Croatia' s entry
into NATO, as well asto take issue with unrealistic opposing
views. In this Newsletter you will find more about our on-going
effortsin thisregard from the direct participation of NFCA
members as well as from NFCA Lobbyist, Joseph Foley.

A new and important objective on the horizon for the NFCA isto
develop a Croatian Caucus within the U.S. Congress. The
presence of such a caucus will have far reaching implications for
all Croatian Americans, and it will take an unusual amount of
work to assemble. We envision 30-40 members of Congress from
all parts of our nation to participate. While the NFCA
Headquartersisin the unique position of being based in
Washington, D.C. and missioned to interface with the Congressin
aon-going way, we expect to work together with other Croatian
American organizations to meet the additional challenge and bring
this objective to fruition.

The NFCA'’s economic development efforts supporting a project
proposal involving the U. S. Chamber Of Commerce and Croatia' s
Ministry Of Trades & Crafts continues on our agenda. At the
recent Worldwide Summit Of Croatian Business Leadersin
Cleveland, the NFCA which was very well represented by its
number of attendees, was instrumental in arranging a meeting with
anumber of Ministers from Croatia, including the Minister of the
Economy, to further discuss the proposal. The Summit, sponsored
by Group 100, was a most important gathering for the Ministers of
Croatia as they were able to interact with successful business
people from the worldwide Croatian Diaspora on the subject of
reforms they’ ve undertaken to encourage investment and business
development opportunities. At the conclusion of the Summit, the
NFCA was honored to have five of our members elected into the
executive ranks of Group 100, underscoring the quality of our
people.

As | have become more involved with the NFCA over time, |
continue to be amazed at how much the NFCA accomplishes with
so little resources. | attribute this to the formidability and passion
of our active members, al of whom work on avoluntary basis.
They understand the issues and work them to completion in
selfless ways using their own time and money. One of our big
challengesis fundraising, an unpleasant but necessary activity in
order to maintain our fully-staffed Washington, D. C. office, pay
for stationary and postage, print publications, and to afford the
lobbying which is essential to our effortsif we are to achieve our
goals. | want al of our members to know how much we appreciate
your donations, both annual and otherwise, and that we are
committed to using your money wisely. To augment your
contributions in order to cover our budget, last year we initiated
successful Croatian wine tasting events acrossthe U. S,, and this
year for the first time we held a fund-raiser drawing. To those of
you who enjoyed the camaraderie of a Croatian wine-tasting
gathering and/or bought aticket in our NFCA 2004 fund-rai ser
drawing, | want to extend my sincere thanks.

On afinal note, recognizing the importance of communications
with our membership, we will be reviewing our current internet
capabilities with the goal of enhancing the NFCA Website to keep
you better informed on our activities.
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NFCA CRITICIZESTESTIMONY OF DEPUTY
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE ROBERT A.
BRADTKE

The President of the NFCA, Edward A. Andrus, wrote a letter to
Robert A. Bradtke, the Deputy Assistant Secretary for European
Affairs, responding to his June 16, 2004 testimony before the
House of Representative’s International Relations Committee’'s
Subcommittee on Europe.

In discussing Croatia s prospects for NATO membership, Bradtke
said that Croatia needed to show further “progress’ on the case of
General Gotovina, which is pending before the International
Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY), asa
condition to NATO membership. Bradtke further placed the
ICTY indictment against General Gotovina on par with the
indictments brought against Ratko Mladic and Radovan Karadzic.
Bradtke also discussed the “successes’ NATO had had with
respect to its peacekeeping mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Mr. Andrusinitially pointed out that the indictments against
General Gotovina cannot be compared with those against Mladic
and Karadzic, noting that unlike the indictment against General
Gotovina, both Mladic and Karadzic have been charged with the
crime of genocide. Mr. Andrus emphasized that Mladic and
Karadzic are unquestionably responsible for the deaths of
hundreds of thousands of people in Croatia, Bosnia and
Herzegovina as well as Kosovo. In comparison, the indictment
against General Gotovina“is solely grounded in the claim that he
did not take adequate actions to prevent criminal acts by soldiers
under his command following the liberation of Serbian occupied
territory.” Allegedly, no more than 100 to 400 civilians were
killed asaresult. “Thereis no evidence that General Gotovina
directed such killings. In any event, the magnitude of those
allegationsisafar cry from those crimes alleged against Karadzic
and Mladic,” he wrote.

Mr. Andrus further questioned the reasons behind tying

“progress’ on the General Gotovina case with Croatia’s prospects
tojoin NATO. “Surely, there is no precedent that one can point to
where the arrest of a fugitive, whose whereabouts are unknown,
forms a stumbling block to greater integration into Western
institutions.” Mr. Andrus argued that such apolicy is especialy
troublesome in connection with Croatia. Mr. Andrus noted that
even President Clinton admitted in his recently published memoirs
that Croatia “acted as America’s proxy inthe regionin re-
establishing a balance of power in Southeastern Europe. It was
military actions undertaken by such men as General Gotovina
which achieved this balance.”

Mr. Andrus further took issue with NATO'’ s claimed successesin
Bosnia and Herzegovina. In addition to noting that NATO’s
greatest failure in its mission has been itsinability to capture
Karadzic and Mladic despite being in control of the country for
almost 10 years, Mr. Andrus stressed that the peace which NATO
has secured in Bosnia and Herzegovina “has come at the expense
of establishing a functioning democratic state which respects the
rights of minorities. Croats are the smallest of the three
congtituent peoples of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Their rights to
cultural autonomy and religious freedom have been increasingly
trampled on . . . . Thisbodesill for the future stability of that
country and the ultimate success of the NATO mission there.”

Former Croatian Ambassador Dr. lvan Grdesic
with NFCA Lobbyist Joe Foley and his wife Adrienne

Congressional Report from NFCA Government Relations
Director Joe Foley

An important supportive item of legisation was passed in the U.S.
House of Representatives earlier this session asNATO was
officially expanding by seven nation-states. The Bereuter
Resolution, H. Res.558, (so named for Europe Subcommittee
Chairman Doug Bereuter (R-NE)) was adopted nearly
unanimously on the House Floor with three NFCA amendments
which were agreed to during the International Relations
Committee® consideration of the Resolution

The NFCA amendments included in the Bereuter Resolution as a
result of the NFCA®efforts were: (1) language for the

Resol ution® ®reamble@lenoting Croatia®"willingness to
contribute to the peace and security of southeast Europe,” and its
desire to join the Alliance at the earliest possible time; (2) wording
to the ®esolved@lause to the effect that the process of NATO
enlargement should "remain" open to potential membership by
any interested European democracy that meets the criteria for
NATO membership as set forth in the 1995 Study on NATO

Enlargement; and (3) language that the U.S. House of
Representatives recommends that NATO heads of state and
government, "meeting at Istanbul on June 28 and 29, 2004,"
should agree to review the enlargement process, including the
applications of Albania, Croatia, and Macedonia (all signers of the
2003 United States - Adriatic Charter), at a summit meeting to be
held no later than 2007." Aswe know, NATO®Istanbul Summit
in June was successful and entertained issues related to the above
described amendments in the Resolution..

Europe Subcommittee Ranking Minority Member Robert Wexler
(D-FL), Rep. John Shimkus (R-IL), and Rep. Paul Gillmor (R-
OH) were also prime sponsors of H. Res. 558. In addition to
speaking with important Congressional staffers of the Europe
Subcommittee of the House International Relations Committee, |
notified Croatian Embassy officials in Washington about the
Resolution.

(Continued on page 6)
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NFCA members meeting with NSC Staff at the White House

Richard Lolich and John Kraljic

Ed Pazo and CFU President Bernard Luketich

Erik Milman and Ed Andrus

Ed Andrus and Tony Dizdar

Anne Pavlich and John Kraljic

Frank Jerbich and Ann Kavaljian

Steve, Joe, and Jason Rukavina
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NFCA Board members John Balaich, Richard Lolich,, Treasurer Zvonko Labas, Past President John Kraljic, Eastern Vice President Steve
Rukavina, and new President Ed Andrus with David Sopta, Assistant Minister in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for the Republic of Croatia
and Croatian Ambassador Ivan Grdesic at the 2004 Assembly of Delegates dinner reception at the Croatian Embassy

(Continued from page 1)

He noted that the NFCA needed to pay more attention in the coming months to the problems faced by the Croats of Bosnia and Herzegovina.
Mr. Kraljic concluded his presentation by discussing his decision not to seek another mandate as President of the NFCA, which he has headed
now for three years. Mr. Kraljic stated that he is committed to continue to actively work on the NFCA'’s behalf in the coming years.

Past President Steven Rukavina delivered a report concerning the activities of the NFCA Business Development Committee which he chairs.
Mr. Rukavina described the unfortunate problems that the NFCA had with certain Croatian officialsin the prior government in attempting to
implement the U.S.-Croatia partnering initiative through the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. He remains confident that after several meetings
with current Croatian officials the project will get off the ground. Mr. Rukavina also discussed the work of the pending World Croatian
Business Summit in Cleveland and noted that a significant number of NFCA members would be present at the Summit.

Joe Foley, the NFCA lobbyidt, discussed the legislative activities of the NFCA on Capitol Hill and at the State Department, including his work
on the Bereuter Resolution. Reports were also given by NFCA Secretary Anne Pavlich and NFCA Treasurer Zvonko Labas.

The Assembly Delegates and guests heard from four speakers who discussed various issues concerning Croatia. Ambassador Ivan Grdesic
discussed the current status of relations between the U.S. and Croatia and his vision for the continued development of same. Ambassador
Grdesic had a positive view of the current status of those relations. He also thanked the NFCA for its work during his term as Ambassador

which will soon come to an end.

The featured speaker of the Assembly was Dr. Charles Schrader, author of The Mudlim-Croat Civil War in Central Bosnia: A Military
History, 1992-1994. |In his provocative speech, Dr. Schrader focused on the eventsin the Lasava Valley in central Bosnia and Herzegovinain
the 1992-94 period. Based on his research, he has concluded that the Muslim-dominated Army of Bosnia and Herzegovina engaged in an
offensive action against Croatian forcesin the Valley. Dr. Schrader emphasized that there were no troops of the Republic of Croatiain the
area and that one of the primary purposes of the attacks was the desire of Muslim forces to acquire exclusive control over a major munitions
factory inthe area. Dr. Schrader also discussed hisimpressions of the ICTY which he found had come to pre-determined conclusions
regarding the eventsin Lasava Valley without having considered all of the evidence.

Mr. David Sopta, Assistant Minister in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for the Republic of Croatia, discussed the positive response received
from the European Union on their application for membership and Croatia' s attempts to develop afavorable climate for international
investment in the country. He also emphasized the importance of the Cleveland Business Summit. Mr. Sopta was followed by Mr. Zoran
Perkovic, the Counselor of the Embassy of Bosnia and Herzegovina, who discussed some of the difficulties faced by Croatsin Bosnia and
Herzegovina. Mr. Perkovic also thanked the NFCA for itswork as he getsready to leave his post in Washington and return home after being
here for almost four years. The final speaker of the day was Ms. Radojka Tomasevic, the Executive Director of the Dubrovnik Preservation
Foundation, who discussed the Foundation’s efforts to raise money to restore and preserve Dubrovnik’s monuments.

The NFCA Delegates concluded the meeting by electing new officers and members of its Board of Directors. The new officers are; Edward
Andrus, President (PA), Joseph Brigich, Executive Vice President (PA), John Kraljic, Past President (NY), Zvonko Labas, Treasurer (MD),
Anne Pavlich, Secretary (MD), Steve Rukavina, Eastern Region Vice President (MD), Frank Jerbich, Central Region Vice President (IL), Jim
Kresnik, Western Region Vice President (NE). The other Board members are John Balaich (MN), Louise Birt (MO), Joe Cupich (NE), Tony
Dizdar (OH), Richard Lolich (MD), Andrew Marcec (IL), Joseph Rukavina (MN), Tom Steich (MD), William Vergot (PA), and Dr. Judy
Vogelsang (MO). The Assembly ended with a dinner at the Croatian Embassy for the Delegates and NFCA guests.
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Vojvodina Briefing (Continued from page 1)

Unfortunately, Croats and other minoritiesin Vojvodina have recently once again been the victims of renewed attacks coinciding with the
recent rise in political fortunes of Seselj® Serbian Radical Party. Mr. Labas listed a number of "incidents' which have occurred since
December 2003 aone, including attacks against the Croatian Home in Somobor, the toppling of a bust of Matija Gubec (a 16th century
Croatian peasant leader) in the Croatian-populated village of Tavankut, anonymous death threats made to consular authorities of the Republic
of Croatiain Subotica and the staff of the Croatian-language weekly Hrvatski rijec, the desecration of Catholic gravesin acemetery in
Subotica and in Backa Monostor, and the breaking of windows of the Franciscan monastery in Subotica. Mr. Labas noted that just earlier this
month, during the night of July 2-3, 2004, the Catholic cemetery in Somobor was hit, with 20 Hungarian, Croat, and other graves damaged.

Mr. Labas argued that "these incidents are tied to the resurgence of support for the extremist Serbian Radical Party. The SRP unabashedly
callsfor the creation of a Greater Serbia, at the expense of Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina. . . . Since its members cannot conceivably
turn their violence against internationally recognized sovereign states, they can only do so against [unarmed] minority groups within their
borders." While Mr. Labas noted with approval that the Croats of Vojvodina had recently won the right to educate their children in the
Croatian language, he expressed concern that the growth in power of such openly racist parties as the Serbian Radical Party presents a threat
to the continued stability of the region and to the "day to day lives of Croats and other minorities living in Vojvodina.”

Mr. Edward Andrus, the President of the NFCA, commented afterwards that he was very pleased that the NFCA was able to bring to the
attention of American elected officials an issue which has been clearly overlooked by many human rights organizations. " The Croats of
V ojvodina have been subjected to an unprecedented level of ethnic cleansing in the past decade. Western ingtitutions, agencies, and
governments have brought pressure to bear on other playersin the region to reverse the effects of ethnic cleansing, and they need to now step-
up pressure on Belgrade with respect to Vojvodina. Clearly, this has also become an issue of concern to America®Hungarian community and
it should become one of concern to American Slovaks as well, as both their minority counterparts have recently experienced increased
harassment in VVojvodina. Hopefully, our contribution in this matter will serve as a catalyst to initiate needed changesin the Province."

In addition to Mr. Labas, Erik Milman, the NFCA® Director of Development, and Joseph Foley, the NFCA® Government Relations Director,
attended the briefing.

Congressional Report (Continued from page 3)

Another Congressional project that the NFCA has pursued on Capitol Hill this session has been the convening of early discussions with
relevant parties related to the development of the Croatian Caucus within the Congress. We will be pleased to give the NFCA Membership
periodic updates on thisimportant political project in coming Newsletters. In addition, NFCA President Edward Andrus’ letter to Deputy
Secretary of State Bradtke was delivered to 60 plus members of Congress. Thank you once again for your loyal support of the NFCA and its
effortsin Washington before the Congress on issues important to the entire Croatian American Community.

UPCOMING NFCA EVENTS

Wine Tasting — August 15, 2004
Pittsburgh, PA
Contact: Bill Vergot @ 724-941-8673

Wine Tasting— Fall 2004
Alexandria, VA

Wine Tasting — Fall 2004
Cleveland, OH

Holiday Concert — December 2004
Pittsburgh, PA

Call the NFCA office @202/331-2830 for more

Marie McGuckin and Bill Vergot at a recent wine tasting details about - these upcoming activities
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Steve Rukavina, Zvonko Labas, Joe Rukavina, in Cleveland

NFCA DELEGATION ATTENDSWORLD SUMMIT OF
CROATIAN BUSINESSLEADERSIN CLEVELAND, OHIO

Washington, DC (June 29, 2004) NFCA President Ed Andrus and
Eastern Region Vice President Steve Rukavina led a delegation of
NFCA past and current Board members and key NFCA activists
that participated in the World Summit Of Croatian Business
Leaders at the Group 100 meeting that was held on June 25-27.
The gathering was sponsored by the American Croatian Business
Association and held at the Croatian Hall in Eastlake, Ohio. There
were over 250 business leaders from the global Croatian Diaspora
who gathered to discuss waysto invest in Croatia and to boost
development of Croatia®economy. The participants heard from
high level Croatian government officials including the Ministers
of the Economy, Agriculture, Tourism and Finance regarding
structural changes taking place which will create opportunities for
investment. The Group 100 meeting concluded with the election
of Executive Committee members who will be responsible on an
on-going basis to promote investments and business devel opment
in Croatia.

NFCA participants included current Board Members Zvonko
Labas, Dr. Judy Vogelsang, Joe Rukavina, Tom Steich, Tony
Dizdar ,and past board members Miro Koletic, Mijo Radocd,
Nenad Bach, Michael Benz, Niko Hazdovac, Milan V ukovic, and
Marko Rudela. Because of their expertise, Dr. Judy V ogelsang and
Nenad Bach were selected to chair panel discussions on biotech-
medicine and the media. They were both asked to give
presentationsin their respective fields before the entire audience.
NFCA President Ed Andrus also helped lead a breakout Session
on information technology and was impressed by the number and
capabilities of small businesses that have been created within
Croatia despite the trying times they®e been through. He stated
"We were honored that the Summit Leaders recognized the talents
of NFCA members and selected them to play aleadership rolein
this historic event by asking them to chair panel discussion”.

Steve Rukavina, Ed Andrus, Zvonko Labas, and Miro Koletic
joined Mark Van Fleet of Capstone International at a private
meeting with Croatian Minister of the Economy, Branko V ukelic,
to discuss the NFCA® efforts at supporting an innovative new
program between the Capstone I nternational-US Chamber of
Commerce and its Croatian counterpart that will create working
relationships between Croatian businesses and U.S. companies.
Croatian Finance Minister Ivan Suker, State-Secretary in the
central state office for development strategy Dr. Ante Babic, and
Assistant Foreign Minister David Sopta participated in the
discussion

Seve Rukavina presiding over the Group 100 elections

On Sunday, June 27, Steve Rukavina was asked by the organizers
of Group 100 to moderate and chair the elections for members of
the Executive Committee. He was subsequently elected the
Eastern USA Vice President of Group 100. Former NFCA board
member Miro Koletic was elected Western USA Vice President,
and former NFCA president Mijo Radocaj was elected the Group
100 Deputy Treasurer. Marko Rudela and Nenad Bach were also
elected to serve on the Board of Directors as well as the Group
100 Advisory Committee.

Steve Rukavina concluded upon his departure from Cleveland that
"I am very excited about the planned and proposed devel opment
of Group 100 and the growing overall commitment of so many
Croatians globally to extend their time, talent, and dollarsin the
international organizational effortsto invest in Croatia. | have
never seen so much Croatian business synergy and Croatian

Diasporatalent al in one room at the same time."

Miro Koletic, Minister Branko Vukelic (Economy), Frank Bilaver,
and Steve Rukavina

Steve Rukavina and Ed Andrus



Dr. Judy Vogelsang, CFU President Bernard Luketich, Jim
Kresnik, Louise Birt, Joe Brigich, Joe Cupich, and Ed Pazo

The 2004 NFCA Executive Committee

Louise Birt and Marie McGuckin Zvonko Labas with Andrew Marcec and his wife Susan
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